
Winterfield Township Regular Board Meeting 
November 9, 2021 

Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Hammar at Winterfield 
Township Hall.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was taken by 
Blackledge. 
 
Members Present: Mark Hammar, Supervisor; Bonnie Blackledge, Clerk; Fred Prielipp 
and Shelly Laughlin, Trustees 
Members Absent: Linda Peterson, Treasurer  
Others Present: Bronwyn Asplund-Walsh, County Commissioner; Todd Flint, and Carl 
Traynor 
 
Review of Agenda:  Motion by Laughlin, second by Prielipp, to accept the agenda 
as changed.  Ayes-4, Nays-0, Absent 1. Motion carried. 
 
Review Minutes September 14, 2021: Motion by Hammar, second by Prielipp, to 
approve the September 14 Meeting Minutes as written.  Ayes-4, Nays-0, Absent 1. 
Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Financial Report: Motion by Laughlin, second by Hammar to approve 
the Treasurer’s Report for November 9, 2021. Ayes-4, Nays-0, Absent 1. Motion 
carried. 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
County Commissioner’s Report: Bronwyn Asplund-Walsh said that the County 
Commission has approved the bid from A1’s Aerial Spraying.  They agreed to keep the 
same price as last year.  They are considering letting the public pay an additional fee to 
have their property sprayed. If anyone has any comments or questions, they should 
contact Melissa Townsend.  The County is going through a redistricting process, going 
from seven to nine commissioners.  There is a meeting tomorrow at the County at 9 am 
where this will be discussed. 
 
Zoning Officer’s Report: Mark described a permit request from Arrow homes.  They 
found the permit on the Township website so they sent the permit application and fees 
to Linda Peterson.  Neither Hammar nor Flint signed it.  Flint is taking the Citizen 
Planner class.  He said the Zoning Ordinance needs to be reviewed which it will be as 
part of the Master Plan update process.   
 
Treasurer’s Report: No report due to the Treasurer’s absence.   
 
Planning Commission Report: Shelly Laughlin distributed a draft recommendation 
letter created by Andrew Laughlin, Chair of the Planning Commission.  The PC voted to 
release the draft Master Plan for dissemination with noted changes.  Shelly asked that 
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Flint be in attendance at future meetings as Zoning Administrator.  Blackledge had 
expressed her concerns about the draft Master Plan in an email.  Shelly questioned 
some of the comments that Blackledge put in her email and suggested that she contact 
the consultant regarding his answers to these comments. 
 
Clerk’s Report: Blackledge presented some information about a Little Free Library and 
asked the Board to share their opinions about putting one on the Township Hall 
property.  She is willing to maintain the library.  She also distributed copies of 
Resolution 2021-6, the Township roster, and Par Plan News.  John Hancock, Pension 
Company, would like to use email to contact participants.  A voucher from Mark 
Hammar for a credit card purchase for toner was approved.   
 
Trustees Report: No comments. 
 
Supervisor’s Report: 
Old Business 
American Rescue Plan Funding Grant – Laughlin asked whether there is a list of 
what can be done with the grant funds.  Hammar said he hopes that one will be 
available within the next month.  We have one year to draw up plans. 

 
Cemetery Ordinance – Discussion on Fees – There was discussion concerning 
cremations, State Acts that need to be considered, and the ability to revert ownership of 
spaces to the Township after 40 years if the correct procedure is followed.  There was 
concern over that process.  The Board agreed that $50 a space is a reasonable 
increase.  They would also like to have set hours for when the cemetery is open. 
 
By the January meeting, the ordinance will be reviewed by the Sexton, Supervisor, and 
Clerk, and draft changes will be suggested for a vote at that meeting. 
 
New Business 
Application for PA116 – B&L Real Estate, LLC – Hammar moved to accept the 
PA116 application from B&L Real Estate, LLC for approval. Laughlin seconded. 
Ayes-4, Nays-0, Absent 1. Motion carried.   
 
Internet for the Zoning Administrator - Hammar suggested that the Zoning 
Administrator should receive Internet service paid for by the Township as he needs this 
to perform his job duties.  It was suggested that Hammar contact ISP to see if they 
would consider adding this to their complimentary services.  Hammar moved to 
provide Internet Service for the Zoning Administrator.  Blackledge seconded.  
Ayes- 4, Nays-0, Absent-1.  Motion carried. 
 
2021 Qualifying Statement Approval – Blackledge worked with the auditor, Trent 
Mulder, to provide information for him to prepare the annual statement and F65 form for 
filing.   
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2022 Tire Collection – Hammar was contacted by Peggy Hoard, Tire Collection 
Coordinator.  She would like $60 from each township to pay the workers.  The collection 
will be held June 9 through June 11.  The Board agreed it is a worthwhile effort.  
Blackledge asked Hammar to have the invoice sent to her for processing. 
 
Agreement Between Fire Board and Fire Dept. – Hammar sent out a copy of the draft 
agreement to the Township Board for comments. 
 
Planning Commission Appointments – The terms of Julie Traynor and Sandra Land 
expire at the end of 2021.  It was suggested that Traynor may wish to stay on through 
the Master Plan process.  Hammar will contact them to see if they wish to be 
reappointed for another 3-year term.  He will also see if there is interest from anyone 
else in the community.  The appointments will be made at our January meeting. 
 
Hammar also addressed the 2022 Road Plan.  He said that Garfield from the County 
Line to Pierce was done with the leftover gravel from Twin Lakes.  He received an 
estimate for the parking lot at the Township Hall for $9,000. Michigan Chloride kept the 
same price as last year.  The brine dates are 5/13,7/1/and 8/31/22.  
 
Budget Report: Blackledge included a budget report for the fiscal year 2021-2022, 
7/1/21 through 11/9/21 for the General Fund, Transfer Station Fund and Roads. She 
noted that the Fire Contract in General Fund is over by $1,174.32.  Blackledge moved 
to increase the Fire Contract budget by $1200 to $31,700.  Mark seconded.  Ayes- 
4, Nays-0, Absent-1.  Motion carried. 
 
Review Township Expenditures: Hammar moved to approve the General Fund 
checks 5487 through 5522 (5517-5519 void), and the Transfer Station checks 2129 
through 2137 as shown on the reports.  Second by Laughlin.  Ayes- 4, Nays-0, 
Absent-1.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: Carl Traynor asked whether anyone was aware of a place to recycle 
large appliances, especially refrigerators as freon can be a problem. 
 
Adjournment: Hammar moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:27 pm.  Laughlin 
seconded. Ayes- 4, Nays-0, Absent-1.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Bonnie Blackledge, Winterfield Township Clerk  


